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Using this manual

Who should use this manual?
This manual has been written to assist land managers 
with responsibility for, or general interest in, managing 
gamba grass (Andropogon gayanus). This manual is 
intended to help people make decisions about gamba 
grass management in the context of broader land 
management in northern Australia, by providing a 
guide based on current knowledge and understanding 
of best practice. It’s designed to support other 
valuable resources that are available at the state/
territory, regional and local government levels.

Where does the information 
come from?
The information in this manual has been sourced from 
published material, existing research and reviews by 
technical experts. It also incorporates information 
gathered at workshops and meetings held with 
individuals and organisations managing gamba grass 
throughout northern Australia in 2022 and 2023.

This manual aims to provide a synthesis of the most 
up-to-date information on best practice management 
of gamba grass. However, we acknowledge that our 
understanding of gamba grass spread, impacts and 
management will continue to improve with new 
research and adaptive management.

How to use this manual
This manual has been designed to allow easy access 
to information and provide the necessary knowledge 
and tools to successfully manage gamba grass.

Arranged in five stand-alone yet complementary 
chapters, the manual presents a guide to the ecology 
and impacts of gamba grass (Chapter 1), how to 
plan a gamba grass management program (Chapter 
2), how to reduce the spread of gamba grass and 
manage its impacts (Chapter 3) and case study 

examples of how gamba grass is being managed 
across northern Australia (Chapter 4). Chapter 
5 provides sources of further information and 
supporting material that may be useful.

Strategy and policy context

Gamba grass is one of 32 Weeds of National 
Significance (WoNS). These species are 
identified as nationally significant based on 
assessments of their invasiveness, potential 
for spread, and environmental, social and 
economic impacts. WoNS require coordinated 
and strategic management to prevent, 
eradicate, contain and minimise their impact. 
The Gamba grass national strategic plan 
2012–17 was developed with the goals of (i) 
preventing new infestations from establishing, 
(ii) ensuring established infestations are under 
strategic management and (iii) increasing 
capacity to manage gamba grass (Australian 
Weeds Committee, 2013). Further information 
on WoNS can be found at the Weeds Australia 
website.

Gamba grass is listed as a Key Threatening 
Process under the Australian Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999. A national threat abatement plan 
outlines the priority actions required to reduce 
the threat gamba grass poses to biodiversity 
of northern Australia. Gamba grass is also 
listed as one of the key threats to Australia’s 
biodiversity in the national Threatened species 
action plan 2022–2032, which has a goal of 
reducing the area of gamba grass by 2026. 

W E E D S  O F  
N A T I O N A L
S I G N I F I C A N C E

Wo N S
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It’s important that the information provided in this 
manual is adapted by individuals to reflect their own 
environmental, financial and social circumstances 
and any legislative management requirements that 
may apply. Always seek local advice in planning weed 
control on your property or the sites you manage.

Summary of the five chapters

1. Understanding gamba grass and its impacts
	 identification

	 invaded habitats and distribution 

	 life cycle

	 impacts  

2. Setting yourself up for success (planning)
	 the importance of planning

	 how to prioritise areas for control

	 how to develop a management plan 

3. Managing gamba grass
	 management principles and challenges 

	 choosing a control method

	 preventing weed entry and spread

	 physical, herbicide and other control methods

4. Case studies
	 what other land managers are doing

	 applying integrated weed management 

	 overcoming challenges

	 practical tips and learnings

5. Further information 
	 identification of co-occurring grasses

	 additional planning information

	  declaration status of gamba grass in Australia

	  planning templates, evaluation question and 
    health and safety considerations

	 additional management tools 

	  useful contacts

	  herbicide use, training and certification

	 references

Gamba grass control, Cape York Peninsula, Queensland.
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